Immunohistochemical detection of the p53 gene-product in gastric-cancer patients - aberrant expression but no prognostic-significance.
The aim of the present study was to examine whether immunohistochemical p53 expression could be identified as an independent predictor for disease recurrence and survival and to assess any relation to tumour type, metastatic potential and response to different therapeutic regimens. We examined gastric carcinomas from 125 patients using a mouse monoclonal antibody (DO7). Seventy two of the tumours showed positive nuclear staining. No special relation was observed either according to tumour type, grade or stage classification of the tumours nor to the lymph node status. Survival analysis showed no significant advantage of the p53 negative patients. Expression of p53 in our series did not prove to be a valuable prognostic marker for survival nor did it correlate with other standard prognostic markers.